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points of Mr. Hassard's description ; one of those which make us glad 
that it has been put into this permanent, if still almost too modest, 
form. Better for preservation than any but the very greatest. technical 
criticism, it will keep before our eyes all of the spectacle that words 
can well convey ; and its record of the effect of Wagner's crowning work 
upon so well trained a student will make it always a valuable contribu- 
tion to the history of music. 



3. — New Lands within the Arctic Circle. Narrative of the Discoveries 
of the Austrian Ship Tegetthoff in the years 1872 - 1874- By Julius 
Pater, one of the Commanders of the Expedition. With Maps and 
Illustrations by the Author. Translated from the German with the 
Author's approbation. New York : Appleton & Co. 1877. 4to. 
pp. 399. 

The Austrian Arctic expedition was productive of such important 
results, and is so full of dramatic incidents, that a narrative of it must, 
in any case, have been interesting. Commander Payer has, however, 
invested it with a literary charm which will secure for his book a large 
circle of general readers. His descriptions of intricate and dangerous 
navigation, of the hardships and perils of sledge travel, of the scenery 
of new and undiscovered lands, and of the exciting and hazardous 
escape of the officers and crew from the abandoned ship, combine to 
form a story of Arctic adventure that has not been surpassed. Polar 
exploration has heretofore been almost exclusively confined to the 
regions north of the American continent and the shores of Greenland. 
Since the celebrated journey of Sir Edward Parry, in 1829, no effort 
has been made to force a ship due north from the quarter attempted by 
the Austrian expedition, though it has been a favorite theory with 
Petermann and other geographers that the route by Smith's Sound is 
impracticable. This is now proved, by the recent British expedition 
under Sir George Nares, to be the case ; but the experiences of Com- 
mander Payer and his brave companions only go to show that the 
difficulties are quite as insurmountable to the north of Novaya Zembya 
as they are to the north of Greenland, while the chimera of an open 
polar sea, which at one time found favor even with some geographers 
who should have known better, may now be considered to be exploded. 
Commander Payer, like Sir George Nares, is a profound disbeliever in 
the existence of any such polynia as that to which Dr. Hayes has 
so persistently clung, and devotes a chapter to the consideration of the 
subject. The chief value of this book, from a scientific point of view, 
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lies in the very careful study which Commander Payer has made of the 
nature of polar ice, of the laws by which it is governed, and of the 
influences of currents and temperature upon its distribution and char- 
acter. Taken in conjunction with the data obtained by Sir George 
Nares, and with the very interesting and elaborate conclusions arrived 
at by that officer, we are, for the first time, able to form some definite 
theory in regard to circumpolar phenomena ; and we are bound to say 
it does not encourage us to believe in the possibility of the North Pole 
being reached, either by Captain Howgate's proposed colony or any 
other means. This is a point, however, in regard to which the readers 
of the book before us are able to form as good an opinion as we can. 
Before starting on their great voyage in the Tegetthoff, Messrs. Payer 
and Weyprecht made a pioneer cruise in the Tsbjorn, a Norwegian 
sailing-vessel of fifty tons, in which they spent the three summer 
months of 1871, between Spitzbergen and Novaya Zembya. In the 
following year the Tegetthoff endeavored to force her way north of the 
latter island, and was caught fast in an ice-pack in a comparatively low 
latitude, from which she was never afterwards released. There can be 
no doubt that, in many seasons, she might have avoided this fate, and 
have attained a higher latitude. She finally drifted to the northward, 
approaching, at last, the eightieth degree of latitude, a point never 
before reached by a ship in that part of the world. A sledge-party 
was then organized, and a continent was discovered, which was named 
Franz Joseph's Land, after the Emperor of Austria ; Commander Payer 
succeeding in planting the flag of his country on a cape a little to the 
north of the eighty-second parallel, to which he has given the name of 
Cape Fligely. The hardships of the second winter in the ice are 
thrillingly described, and the narrow escape of the whole party from 
sharing the fate of Sir John Franklin and his companions forms a 
series of sensational episodes. All these perils were forgotten in the 
ovation which awaited the officers and crew on their return to their 
native land ; and we cannot close the narrative without a feeling of 
admiration for the pluck which was displayed throughout, and for 
the admirable discipline which was preserved, and which has reflected 
the highest credit on all who took part in the expedition. The work is 
carefully and profusely illustrated. 



4. — Titian : His Life and Times. By J. A. Crowe and G. B. 
Cavaloaselle. London : John Murray. 2 vols. 1877. 

We know of no biography, unless it be Masson's Life of Milton, 
which, while tracing the career of a distinguished man, reproduces in 



